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Description of the Resource

The proposed project aims to advance the field of Universal Dependencies (UD) by enhancing the
syntactic annotation of the Albanian Treebank within the UD framework. This project builds upon
a comprehensive exploration of UD and syntactic annotation methodologies. Through systematic
error identification, correction, and peer review, the project seeks to refine syntactic annotation
practices and enrich linguistic resources for the Albanian language. In a second phase it would
elaborate on the inclusion of sentences containing clitics and combined clitics and their annotation.

The Albanian Treebank represents a valuable linguistic resource for syntactic analysis within the
UD framework. It also serves as a cornerstone resource for linguistic research and natural language
processing (NLP) applications in the Albanian language. However, like many treebanks, it faces
challenges such as inconsistencies in syntactic annotation and classification errors which impact
the accuracy and reliability of downstream analyses. The proposed project aims to address these
challenges by systematically reviewing and refining the syntactic annotation of the Albanian
Treebank. Through a rigorous process of error identification, correction, and peer review, the
project seeks to enhance the quality and consistency of syntactic annotations, ensuring alignment
with established Universal Dependencies (UD) guidelines. By leveraging insights gained from the
exploration of UD principles and methodologies, the project will strive to enrich the Albanian
Treebank with accurate and reliable syntactic annotations, thereby enhancing its value as a
linguistic resource for both research and practical applications as well as educational purposes.

Explanation of Participation in the Training School

Participation in the training school will play a crucial role in advancing the project by providing
essential training and guidance in UD annotation methodologies. The training sessions will offer
opportunities to collaborate with experts and fellow participants, exchange ideas, and explore
innovative approaches to syntactic analysis. Additionally, the training school will facilitate access
to resources and expertise necessary for the successful completion of the project. The knowledge
and insights gained during the training sessions will contribute to the project’s objective of
enhancing the quality and consistency of the syntactic annotation in the Albanian Treebank in the
uD.



Open Questions for Brainstorming Hackathon

How can we address the identified issues of insufficient syntax content and categories in the
Albanian Treebank, particularly in terms of sentence and clause types?

What strategies can be employed to improve the annotation of the verb "to be™ and its classification
as auxiliary or main verb?

How can we enhance the classification of different types of determiners, particularly particles
preceding adjectives, in the Albanian Treebank?

How can clitics and combined clitics be properly classified and annotated?

What educational and research opportunities exist for leveraging the enhanced syntactic annotation
of the Albanian Treebank, particularly in comparative linguistic analysis with other languages in
the UD?

Project Phase:

The project has transitioned from preliminary exploration of some of the sentences in the treebank
to a more refined investigation of all the sentences with initial results informing the refinement of
annotation guidelines and methodologies. The participation in the training school will further
advance the project by providing essential training, fostering collaboration, and facilitating access
to expertise and resources. Ultimately, the project aims to contribute to the ongoing development
of linguistic resources for the Albanian language within the Universal Dependencies framework,
with the potential for broader applications in linguistic research and education.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the proposed project represents a new step towards advancing syntactic annotation
practices within the Universal Dependencies framework, and in particular the Albanian Treebank.
By addressing existing challenges and using expertise gained through collaboration and training,
the project aims to enhance the quality and reliability of linguistic resources for the Albanian
language. Through continued collaboration and innovation, the project seeks to contribute to the
broader goals of UD research and promote cross-linguistic understanding and analysis.
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