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Abstract
The Linguistic Typology for NLP researchers: Methods and Resources in the
21st century aims to introduce linguistic diversity, resources and principles
for language metadata, language-independent methods for linguistic anal-
ysis, and discuss the most important implications of linguistic variation for
NLP. We first present the full extent of language diversity as it is known
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today and by what principles language can be defined. We then show
how current data on languages, dialects, families, countries, coordinates
etc can be obtained and used in practice. We present modern linguistic
theory from typology whereby concepts that must exist by necessity (e.g.,
morpheme) are separated from those that exist in specific languages and
discuss how languages can be compared. Finally we explain the virtues
and limits of currently available NLP resources for linguistic diversity and
their implications for language-neutral NLP techniques.

Draft Schedule

Session Duration Content
1 2h Languages of the world: The language situation in the

world, types of languages (modality, genre, …), defin-
ing and discretizing languages

2 2h Hands-on working with language diversity resources:
Classification, speaker numbers, maps

3 2h Linguistic analysis: morphemes, words, clauses, IGT,
grammars and comparative concepts

4 2h Linguistic diversity and NLP: Resource poverty, word
order, morphological typology and their implications
for NLP
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