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Inter- and intra-language similarities & differencies in comparison expression
1.INTER-LANGUAGE SIMILARITIES – SIMILE IN LS&LT (SOURCE&TARGET LANGUAGE)
• Pauza između činova, duga kao godina. (Velikić) 
• Eine Pause zwischen den Aufzügen, so lang wie ein Jahr. 
• ‘The pause between acts, as long as a year.’

2. INTER-LANGUGE DIFFERENCIES

N+DE+N IN LS / SOME OTHER WAY IN LT
• Ses sourcils d'ébène ont la forme et la puissance de l'arc de Kama… (Verne) ‘Her eyebrows of 

ebony have the form and charm of the bow of Kama…’

• Le sue sopracciglia nere come l'ebano hanno la forma e la potenza dell'arco di Kama… ‘Her 
eyebrows, black like ebony, have the form and charm of the bow of Kama…’

• Njene obrve, kao od abonosa, imaju oblik i moć kao luk Kame… ‘Her eyebrows, as of ebony, have 
the form and charm of the bow of Kama…’

• Her ebony brows have the form and charm of the bow of Kama… 
SIMILE/SUPERLATIVE

• … mi parve pallidissimo. (Pirandello) ‘He seemed to me very pale.’

• … izgledao mi je bled kao krpa. ‘He seemed to me white as a sheet.’

3. INTRA-LANGUAGE DIFFERENCIES

The same form but different syntactic function & meaning (in Serbian to listen as 
a child may stand for simile ‘to listen as a child (does)’, but also for a subject 
complement (Quirk et al., 737–738).

1) SUBJECT COMPLEMENT:
• „Moj mali Paul je nešto sasvim posebno!“ Još kao dete slušao sam majčinu

standardnu rečenicu. 
• »Main Paulchen is was janz Besondres!« Schon als Kind bekam ich Mutters 

Standardsatz zu hören. (Grass) 
• ‘“My little Paul is so special!” I used to listen to my mother‘s usual sentence since I was a 

child.’ 

2) SIMILE:
• …on je … zatekao … jednu staru i nemoćnu Jevrejku … koja je … plakala kao 

dete. (Andrić)
• … trovò una vecchia ebrea senza più forze … che … piangeva come una

bambina.
• ‘he found an old helpless Jewess … which … cried as a child.’
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